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March 8th, 2007
Mr. Alexander  Martinez

President, Latino Officers Association/Fla

Post Office Box 44-0581

Miami, Fl.  33144

Dear Mr. Martinez
In response to your F.S.S. 119 Public Information Request you submitted in the form of ten questions, I have obtained the information*  requested and listed the answers below the specific question posed in your LOA-FLA Survey.
 

1. Census information with regards to each ranks ethnicity in your agency from Deputy to Sheriff.   
            Deputy/Corrections Officers 

            4% Black male

            5% Hispanic male

            14% White female

            73% White male

            3% Black female

            1% Hispanic female

            Sergeant

            2% Black male

            2% Hispanic male

            11% White female

            85% White male

            Lieutenant

            3% Black male

            10% White female

            85% White male

            2% Black female

            Captain

            4% Black male

            4% Hispanic male

            4% White female

            88% White male

            Major

            100% White male
This information was gathered from our agency’s EEO report for 10/2005 – 9/2006.

2. The name of the Latino Liaison for your agency.
 Lt. Robert Forrest

3. How many Latino events did your agency attended in 2006? If so please name. 
The Lee County Sheriff’s Office was represented at several event in 2006 including the Hispanic Expo & Job Fair organized by the SW Florida Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.  
The Hispanic Affairs Advisory Board (to the Board of County Commissioners) Annual Achievement Awards Banquet.  
The Hispanic Chamber Annual Gala event.  

The recent Premier Launching Event of the Azteca America TV Cable Channel on Comcast.  
The Colombian Independence Day Festival in Cape Coral.  In addition, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office sends personnel to the D’Latinos Spanish TV Show, “D’Latinos al Dia” on a regular basis throughout the year to speak (in Spanish) about issues that impact the Hispanic and mainstream community. 

4.   If your agency has Spanish speaking emergency operators?  
      Yes.  In addition, the Lee County Sheriff’s Office has contracted with a service known as 
      “Language  Line” for several years to provide bi-lingual assistance to anyone (not just 
      Spanish) in the event there is no Spanish speaking operator on duty at the time of a 
      particular call.     

5.  Within your agency web site is it offered in Spanish?

      Yes.  There is a Spanish Language option available which is in the process of being 
       improved.    

6.  What was the agency budget for 2006?
      The adopted budget for fiscal year 2006 was $123,682,901 and we received an addition,      

      approximately $1,251,685* from federal grants.   *approximately is due to grants crossing 
      fiscal years.

7. How many if any Latinos were hired by your agency in 2006?

      16 Hispanic members hired in 2006.

8. How many Latinos in your agency were promoted in 2006, please state positions. 

Five.  Records Clerk III (2), Correction Clerk II, Victim Advocate, Lieutenant/PIO.
9. How many Latinos were hired to attend the academy in 2006? 

       Three

10.  Did your agency receive any Federal funding in 2006. 
     
       Yes.  Approximately $1,251,685* from federal grants.   *approximately is due to grants 
      crossing fiscal years.
*    The answers to questions # 1,7,8,9 were provided by Dawn Bennett, Director of Human   

Resources.  Lee County Sheriff’s Office. 

The answers to questions # 6 & 10 were provided by Bill Bergquist, Budget Director, Lee County Sheriff’s Office.  

The answers to questions # 2,3 & 5,were provided by Lt. Robert Forrest, Community Relations/PIO.

The answer to question #4 was provided by Dena Macomber, Director of the Communications Division, Lee County Sheriff’s Office.

Mr. Martinez, I hope this is helpful to you and I encourage you to contact me should you have any follow-up questions or need any additional information regarding the Lee County Sheriff’s Office.

Best regards,

Lt. Robert Forrest

Community Relations/PIO

Lee County Sheriff’s Office

Office:  239-477-1340

            239-477-1645

Cell:     239-850-7320
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